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6 October 1961 
SUBJECT: What would happen 15 Castro died? 


1, Introduction. 


completa police state and the lack of aay unified anti- 
Castro opposition, there can be little doubt thee the de- 
mise of Fidel Castro, whether by natural causcs OY assags- 
imation, would eZfer litrla opportunity for the liberation 
of Cuba from Communist and Soviet Bloc control, Yo believe 
otherwise would be to waderestimate the strength and powse 


continent. Although i: is possible to anticipate the in- 
mediate results of the death by assassination of Fidal Castro, 
the end result of cuch an ection would depend to a great exc 
tent on the recvective effectiveness of the work of the police, 
the Commaists, tha military, aad the ent{-Castro gxoups. 


2. Fidel Castro's Successor. 


Te would appear that Castro's successor would emerge 
from the following choices: 
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Ure εἰς 


CI TET 

Raul Castro, Minister of Argad Foreas 
"Che" Guevara, Minister of Industry 
Tkumex Jimenez, Director TNRA 

Feure Chomon, ambassador to USSR 


Ie ig fale thee grenesto “Che” Guevara would mot be ac- 
ceptable to tha Cuban people es he is not Cuban boon. He ap- 


pears destined to wiaid tremendous power but not as the ranke 
ing authority. 


Bunez Jimenez, the Director of tha Institute of Agrarian 


' Reform lore a geod portion of his industrial empire te "Che' 


Faure Chomon fought with Castro to cust Batista. He led 
bis own "13th of Marek" group in the early fighting. Subse~ 
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SEGRET 


If by some fluke such an assassination attempt should be 
successful, the only opposition group in any position at 
ἘΞΞΕΙ͂ΣΞΕ το rake advantage of wresting coutral from the Come 

‘ts 


en= 
gaged in limited sebotage and resistance activity against tha 
Castro ragima. Tt also includes the CTC in Exi » headed by 
Basebio MUJAL, and composed of a larga number of experienced 
labor leaders. the resumption of power by this group would 
probably result in δα early renewal of civil war and an ever- 
tual retum to pewer cf the Comualsts. 
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ere thosa persons vio although they do noc basically sup- 
port the Castro goverment, would walt te see the μος ἘΣ 
ts bafore they would commit themselves to 


7. Resetion Senora g Pre-Castro Cubans. 


pertainly those Cubans who have gained through the chy: 
pert hia et, ΒΥ the Castro revolution wuld contims tone” 
Nhe 


tha 


8. Commmist Party Reaction. 

spate leaders of the PSP (Partido Soctalista Popular 
che Cuban Commaist Party, who are ) 
εἰξίοαα would certainly ettempt nat aly to retain thac ma? 


The effects of Castro's death, particularly im the shart 
rus, depend e 

ecill clinging to tha man in the minds of the radical of 
Letin America —_ 
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even am assassination progran 


there was detailed and intelli- 


gant plemaing for actiaa follewing the event. 
Any hope for the eventual resumption of a demcaratic 


regime in Cuba lies, not in δ anticipcted 


or imeediate δῖον 


over by oppositien forces, but in ‘the possible 


o2, ead fight for control 
the remaining leaders from the lesz of 


thet mighe resule enong 
Fidel Castro. 


BET COPY AVAILABLE 


"Declassified for Publication in 
Foreign Relations of the United States" 


